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pet parable: 7Y td >, FRI meſ, 
Me a Ome doftrines are for the ( ourt, 
N1 [ome for the Countrey, ſome for 
IF one time ,Cſome fe for another:but - 
\ 02 Kegner ation being that which 

$33 / 34 concernes all upon noleſſe paine 
than the hazzard of Gods king- 

dome ; fi forall places and all times. And that . 
i the ; efF of this poore Sermon , Which was - 
aches, in my courſe of attend ance ropon bis + 


Majeſtie;wherunto I'was called by your honors au- - 
A.2- OI : F 
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'Y Ps 


af nee 
mak Ar oo my nk (rp, 


like light, or the beames of your onours jd 
dicions eyes ; yet ſince it is viot mine owne for- 
wardneſje, but your Honours command that ſen- 
deth forth this ; te T doubt not but it foal 
finde, even for this cauſe, afree paſſage into the 


_ having received a tion from your 
(hip, 2 all good Kane hanour.as 4 ne- 
ble atrone of learning, and a zealous Friend 


of religion. The God of Heaven increaſe the 
meaſure of your Lordſhips graces, and crawne 
them with beppineſſe. 


Your Honours in all 
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Of his owne will be ate. hee 4s with.the. word of 
truth, that we ſhoald be a kind of farit friiits: 


of hs creatures, 


> He Prerogative ofa Chrifti- 
\2F an,is,robethefonne of God: 
$ for,as many 4s received bins,t0 wh.1.12. 
YUÞ them hee gave the prerogative” 

Wa to become” the ſonnes of God.” 
IH Be, Wee have nor this preroga- 
Dee SDL tive by our firſt birth , forſo 

C ESQ weare the childrewef wrat 


od. Thisſecondbirth'iis a myſterietonatural men: 
Vicodemns, though « Maſter in rae! was ignorant®%3-19. 
of it; but the ſpirit,thatſearcheth all rhings yes; the_ ycrauwe © 
deepe thinss of God as hee workes it by the word, {0 
he hathrevealed it in the word, and moſt fullyin - 
this place. Of his own will begate he us with the word * 
of truth , that wee ſhould bee as the firſt fraits of bis 

* EYERFRIVES. : | : 
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Where confider.i..the beneſice, Regencrapianbin | 
the word Bepate ; 2, theauthor ofit, in the patticle 
He, He bigate , 3.the motive, i owne will, Of bis own 
will he _ ; 4.the ſubjeRin the particle Y5,Of bis 
owne will begate he as; 5.the inſtrument, he word of 
Trath,0f his owne will beg ate hee us with the word of 
Truth , 6he end, that we ſhould be as the firſt fruits 
of be erextares + Of his owne will begate he us with the 
word of truth, that wee ſhould be as the firſt fruits of 
hi creatures. 7 
-! "Thebenefice, Regeneration, is commonly taken 
as all one with Converſion, Renovation, SanQifica- - 
tion ; which conſiſts in mortification of finne, and 
newneſle of life, By others more ſtritly, for our 
firſt incorporation & ingraftihg into Chriſt,where- 
by wee have our ſpirituall being of children in the 
kingdome of grace, as by carnall generation wee-- 
have our naturall being in che kingdome, of this . 
- world. Bucto ſpeateproperly,it is more large than * 
either our incorporation into Chriſt, or the ſanQi- 
fication of our nature-that followeth thereupon : 
for it comprehends the whole worke of our reftau- 
ration by Chriſt,and whatfoever belongs eytherto 
the beginning or perfeRion of our ſpirituall being. 
Ircontaines the ſeeds and habites of all graces ; as 
finne original, whereto it is oppolſcd,doth the ſeeds - 
of all inne : T herefvre the Apoſite having ſaid be- 
; fore that every pood gift commeth downe from above ; 
hegivesan inſtance here of Regeneration , Of hi: 
owne will begate he ns. As if hee ſhould reaſon after 
this maner : Regeneration is fromabove, therefore 
, _ Everiegoodgift is from thence : for Regeneration - 
. * comprehendsall other graces, not oncly thoſe na-. 
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turall graces of righteouſneſſe and-holinefle, which 
we in Adem, butthe ſupernaturall grace alſo of 
faith it wr _— 505 2; - | 
This being meant by Regeneration, lettis enquire 
into the reaſons of the name; Why is our reſtairatt: | 
on called a generation or a begeruog** The reafons 
are theſe : Firſt, to ſhew the depravarion of our N- 
ture by ſinne,to be ſo great that we haye even forfet: 
ted our ſonne-ſhip . Wearc not onely become tebel- 
[ious childcea,butnochildren' atall : fora little cor2 
reion will not ſervers reſtere us unto our former 
eftate ; a verie new begerting and birth is required; 
Secondly, to ſhew that our converſion is wholly and 
ſaly the worke of God, andrhat wee ourſelves ca 
bring no heJpeuntoir, 'morethana childe catrvnto 
his generation,' For this cauſe isir alſocalled a crea- 


—— 


, 


tion , & a reſurreRionfrom thedead,or aquickning, *?he/2.re. 
Thirdly, becauſe there is ſo great reſemblance be- _ 
ewixt naturall generation, 'and our reſtauration by 

Chriſt. - For here is a father begetting, even God the 

Father of lights: here isa mother bringing forch, the 

Church which is Gods {poule; for, er4ſalem which 044-5: 

# above, u the mother of mn : mp rl 

we arebegorten, even the incorraprible ſeed of thes pc... | 
word. AM, as natufall pred. Jerk ryecdute I | 
natupall life, ſo doth thus ſpirituall generation pro. 
_ducea ORE In naturall generation S_ | 
manie previous diſpoſitions going before t TW 
Aon ofthe forutes ib inhere: God dothnot _ 
nerateus by ſuddencnthutiaſmes,bur firſt by the mi 
niſteric of his word,he workes in us many prepara- 
tions,as fo manicpreviousdifpolicions going before 
theac of — la everic generatiot 
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therpis8reatchange; for a thing is brouglit 2705 
ec 24</{c ; onerhing is deſtroyedthat another may 
exiſt ; according to the rule,Generatio unins,corruptie 
«lterius-:-$o here the old! man dyeth that the new 
man, may: live and: grow; forby regeneration wee' 
caſt off the old man,which is corrupt through deteiveable' 
lntts ,. 4nd put 0% that newman which afrer God ts erea- 
ted in lvceofarſ and true holineſſe. This change 
in-the ion of a' Chriſtian is ſo grear,'as of 
darkpeſſeinto light, Eph:i5.8. or of a fox into fleſh; E- 
zck.36:26-; Further,as in naturall generation rhe be- 

etter begets in his owne /ikeneſſe : ſo they thatare 
_—_ of God, arc begotten inhis/ikeneſ/e; and: 
aretherfore ſaidto be partakers ofthe divine nature,” 
Andas in natural generari6:there is procceding front 
little beginnings to-greater perfeRis; ſo there is here. 
Wee are notinadeabfolute.entire Chriſtians at the 
firſt daſh,as Adarm wasa perfet'manat the firſt ; bur 
firſt weare babes in Chriſt, and by'degrees we grow 
fcom ſtrength co ſtrength. tillwe-come'nnrorhewens 


fare of the flature of the falneſſeof Chriſt, Finilly as 


the firſt birth. isnor without paine, ſo neyther the ſe- 
cond. T he intant that hathi-bcene laid but nide mos 
nechs mithe wombe ofche mother, is not delivered 
without paine,, 'ſuppoſec ſhee coiceivedir wirh plea®' 
ſure: and ſhall wethinke ro part with ſinne,whi®hirt 
us Was conceived withus , and whichfo'often wee 
have nouriſhed with plcaſure,.and not to prove the 
doloursofthe ſecond birth? No there is the hurn- 
bled ſoule;the wounded conſcience, the contrireſpis 
ritzthe broken heare ; the mourning weede;the mel- 
ting eyc,the pale countenancetheyoyce of lamenita- 
ron; Theſcarcthe doloursof:the ſecond birth. And 
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withtheſe legall rerrours'and ſtraits of conſcience, 
'the wicked are often killed, as maniy an infant inthe 
'wombe, before they be borne;that wee may fay;#s 
"Hezebiah in anorher caſe, The children are come 19 the 1[«.;7 x. 


birth, and there i 0 firength tobring farth They have 
ſome conceptions; but they/prove abortive; fo thar 
there isno generation. It isnot-fowith us;of whom 
' the Apoſtle ipeaketh : for the word uſed here «own. 
oey,jmportrs as much as that hee broughrus forth our 


of the womb So that weeare nor onely conceived, / 


butalſo borne; and afterall thedolours ofthe birth, 
weeenjoy the comforts of a blefied life : For the 
works of God are perfet,and Regeneration is Gods 
worke;as followeth, He begate. 

-: /Theauthor of this benefite is-Hee, namely; the Fa- 


bedto alltbe threeperſons. To the Fatheras the au- 
thorofir,hee being the firſt in order and of: 
1.Pet 't..3.Bleſſed be God, and Father of our Lord leſis 
Chrs/t, who according to his abundant mercy,bath brgot- 
ten us apaine unto « tively hope &e. TotheSonney for 
he is called our everlaiting. Father,1ſa:9.6.Hee 1s laid 
rohavechildren, /4:8:x8cand ſeedyy/a. 53. 10.And 


ther of _ Ourregeneration in Scripture is aſcri- : '-- '- 


Rev.z-14. he is termed the beginning of the crearwess 
not ſomuch in reſped of the creation as of therecxes 
ation.>Ir is aſcribed unto him, not only:becauſe heis 
the authorx,but cſpecially;forrchat hee is rhe meritort- 
ous procureraf it; by his-dearh. appeafing zhewrartz 
of the: Father, and-ſoProchring ro us the Spitit of: 
life: 'Befides,he is the fountaine of this lifenntous, 
and theroote out of:which-the new-creature 


{pring, The Churchis.gidrobe of this fuſhiandaaf hitnyi..qo; 


bones, Y 
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bones alluding unto Adem and Evs; for as Ewewas 
taken out of Adams fide, ſothe Church, andeveric 
member thereof, ſprang of the bloud thar iſſued 
out of Chriſts ſide. Now that a man may ſpring out 
of Chriſt, hemult firſt be tranſplanted , that is, taken 
out of the wilde Olive;the old Adew,and ſer. andin- 
afted into the ſecond Adam,as a new ſtocke, that ſo 
may receive lite and juyce from him : For asthe 
roore communicates life unto the branches, ſo doth 
Chciſtuntoall his members. Therefore, faith hee, 
the br anch cannot beare (ruit of it ſelfe,except jt abide 
in the vine; no wore can ye, except ye abide in me. 

Adars communicates naturall life toall thatdeſcend 
from himby naturall generation ; ſo doth Chriſt ſpi- 
rituall life roall that deſcend from him by regenera- 
1.cor,15-12.45 tion; Whence hc is called the ſecond Adam , 4 quickt» 
ARS ning Spirit the Lord of life, This is that vertue of his 
rclurretion magnified by the Apoſtle, Phid; 3.10: 
whereby he raiſcs us up toa ſpirituall life, But more 
ſpecially is. our regeneration aſcribed to the holy 
Spirit ; 10h. 3.5.Except a man be borne of water and of 

#be Spirit &c.and Tit. 3. 5 .Hee ſaved us by the waſhing © 
of regeveratiov,ena the renewing of the haly Ghoſh, Thus 

is the holy Spiriccalled che Spirit of life, and the Spivit = 
of aaoptzos;becaulc hee is the immediate workerof 
ournew birth : for the Father and the Sonne doe all 
things by the Spirit. The Spiritis the bond of union 
tojoyne usto Chriſt , the fountaine of this life ; and 
the Spirit doth quicken the Word, which is the ſeed 
whereof weare begotten : thereis akinde of ſpiritin 
themateriall ſeed, which makes it prolificall;ſois 
therea ſpirit in the incorraptible ſeed of the _ 
Wito- 
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witho ut which ir were fot effeQuall for our genes 
ratiort; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giverh life, 
This holy Spirit working powerfully by che mini- 
ſterie of the Word, is theauthor of this birrh, 

And ſeeing regeneration isthe worke of the Spirir, 
it is no marvell if there be great difterence- in the 
Schooles anetit the manner of it: forthe workes of 
the Spirit are ſecret,bis wayes arepall finding out, The 
winde bloweth where it lifteth( ſaith our Saviour) awd 
thoy htareff the ſaand thereof, but canſt not tell whinre 
it commeth,and whither it goeth : ſo is every averhasvis 
borme of the Spirit. Regeneration is that yew names, 
which noman knoweth, ſaving he that recerverh it, Rev, 
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2.Cor.3,6. 


Rom 1tss. 
"Ts 


2.17, Away then withtheſe chotnie queſtions anent 


the manner of regenetation ; as, whetherit be 
ficallormorall a& 2wherherthe grace given. 


fuch curious diſputations not without cauſe : for ſee- 


ſible by the will of man s Authoritie forbids - 


ing no men knoweth the things of God, but the Spirit of 1.cor2.u8 


God,and he ro whom the Spirit doth reveale them ; 
we ought notro preſſe this point anie further than 

the Sptrit hath revealed in the Word : which is fo - 
. trach as is ſufficient for our inſtruſtion, if wee canbe 
conrentto be wiſe according to ſobrietie. For from 
the Word wee learne that in our regeneratiorr | 
doth proc eth 


eed afterthis manner; firſt, hey prepar 
the matter,after,he frameth the hearr, and inthe laft - 
place he formeth rhe outward members. This is the 
order in naturall generation ;the matter is firſt pre- 
pared.then the heart framed, laſt of all the body fur- - 
hiſhed with outward members: So isit inzegenera- 


tion, God firſt prepareththe matrer, working n us by | 
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the miniſteric of his word,a knowledge of his will.a 
- . ſenſe of finnega feare of puniſhment.a defire. of free- 
dome,and ſome hope of mercie, whichatre anteceds- 
:4,preparations going before the a of our regene- 
rarion.. Ye ſee itin thoſe converts, Ad. 2-37, When 
they heard this,they were pricked in their hearts, and 
ſaid—IHMew atd brethren , what ſhall wee age ? They 
were pricked in their hearts, therefore they had ſome - 
knowledge of Gods will,aſenſc of fiane, anda feare 
of puniſhment : and they {aid , #447 ſhall wee doe? 
therefore they did thinke of their upriſing ; they had 
2 deſire of ſalvarion,and ſome hope apd inckling of 
pardon ; clſe-they would never have moyed ſucha 
queſtion. And all this was before the yeric aR.of 
their-conyerfton : for in the next words Petey pre- 
ſcribes repentance as a ſalve for their ſore, This work 
of preparation doth ſometimes appeare. in the chul- 
dren of wrath, and is altogether choaked..inthem: 
for the Apoltle tels us. of ſome that fall away, whe 
were once inlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly 
gift,and were maae partekers of the holy Ghoſt, There- 
fore in tace]ct Gad gocth further : havi Prepared 
the marter, he frameth the heart; for he infuſcthinco 
them his heavenly grace, illuminating the minde, 
changing the will, renewing the affetions, and-indu- 
ing all the faculties of the ſaule wich new qualitics. 
He giveth a ſpiricuall being.unto the ſoule,and as we 
lay,Principium formale ad aus ſpirituales exerendes. 
ae the powertobelceve: He gives power like- 
wil for the work of love,and foreveric good work ; 
for faith, love, repentance and all of them in Scrip- 
ture decalledthe giftsot God, This Rene egres 
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of our generation is well cxpreſfed in Scriprure;by® 


e powring out of the ſpirit'of price, Zach, 12,10, the 


ſboldang of the holy Ghoiton m abundantly,Tit.3.6.the” 
giving of #5 & wery heart,the Phtting-a new ſoititwithin 


es,the taking away of the ſtony heart), and giving us an 


heart of fleſÞ,Exek.36.26. Ir is alſo called "boring of 
the eare, Þ/al.40.6.4r opening of the heart, 4,16, I 4. 
che circamciſion of the heart, D:at. 30. 6. In'thelaft 


place;afterthar God hath framed the heart heefor- 
meth the ourward members, thatis , hee workes by 
themand in them everie g00d chins; - Hee doth not 
bs buraſo he brings *forthhe a@ : 
 fot,avfaithis called the'gitrof Gods {fois theveric 
aQ of faiths orevev. Phil.1,29; _ 10u it is ghoem 
--£8 beleeve on him. $0 inthe covenant of Grace, after 
that God hathpromiſedunto v5 4 Hew heart {wheres 
by our habitvall converfionis-fisnified)heeaddeth 


done: ent 1 will rauſe you to Walke in my Statutes; So Xt3627- 


that heedoth not onely give us power, but alſo hee 
brings forth theaKz according to that'of the Apos" + 
Rle;Phil. 2013.1 i7 Gd rhutrwarketh in'yod both ts 
will and teaoe, This laſt is 'the accompliſhment of 


our regeneration : forthea&ot Faith being broughe 


 forth,the ourward membersare formed , p92 fothe | 


New manis peafeet kn (7 12V [NGO 7 

- O:lert not this efobdevfi ll worke of 'God' paſſe 
without meditation :'Seeing} God'is the Farher be- 
getting us,ourſoule muſtrefle& upon him witha fili- 
ailateRion;tor:hereby heedoth intitle bhimſecHeto 
two maineatfRions ofthe foule, -Feare and Loue. 


1. Feare' or teverence.  foniie revereneens his F#* pat.th. 


ther and Jerount his efer < dens $10 mens 
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| carer. ſerm.4- now libers uoluntatcyſed ndtureveceſritate: bur ourges 
| cont. Arian. Co 

Fulgent.lib.;. 
ad Mavic 


where is my reverence? 2. He hath the like claimeto- 
aur. Love : tor this worke of Regeneration is the 
eateft demonſtration of the love of God tous. The 
Apoſtle lobn points it forth withan Ecce:Behold what 
xuncr af love the Father bath beſtowed upon us, that we 
ſhould be called the ſonnes of God. The ſenſe of this 
muſt needes inflame our hearts with love towards 
him againe. 
Bur the height of his love will. appeare- by the 
cauſe moving Gad to beget us : which was nothing! 


inus ; it was 4% owne will: Of his one will he b 
T his motive is added,ro ſhew that the work of Goe@ 
begetting us is neyther neceſlarie,nor cafuall,norde- 
ſerved. i.Nat neceſſaric, but voluntarie :Sothart the 
Apoſtle will put a difference betweene our 


| eritt- 
on,and the eternall generation ofthe Wordjas is 6b-- 


ſerved by 4thanefivr,and after him Falventias;' Fur 
the - (pee? of the. Word is nor an: act of 'Gods 
will,but of his nature. The father begatefiisforme, 


_ herationisvoluntary, quid valiniaryo ner ats onempyel 
. Ceſoth. Of bis owne: wil bee Paewayy Nenheris our” 
generation caluall., Goddidnotbeger us by chanee; 
erunawares and without premeditation ; but(as Oe- 
camenius Obſerverh) defiinste velunrerr;of a'certaine 
pmrpoſc, and:determined counſel}; 3. This benefice. - 
1saot deſerved, but freely beſtowed : for, Of bitewne - 
will he begate.. This is-the purpoſe of the: Apoſtle, 
garſomuchte ſhew tharGod:did:nor'beget-us out 
oioeklgs _ by-clianee;' as to- 
cxpienie thegreatneſle of this benefire, bydettaring : 
thedtiginalicaule whereby: God was-mavedto be- 

oct: 
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berore-Fts Ni 
ger us. Sothat bs will hereis noroppoſed tonecel- 
cic,gorto chance; burcomens merits, as inmanic 


. 
j 
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orberplaces ; and-ir fignifiech thegood 'pleaure'6? 


God, freely.calling us, who were unworthy , wich- 
out reſpe&Rtoanic 3 0/9 Prem it was his 
Will, It was not.our will, nor-ouc fairh,nor our works 
foreſcene, nor our-outward dieniicie nor anythiti 
elſe.in us, that didmove God rv beger us; Note 
will , for it. net of him thatwilketh; nor of him tht 
runnethbut of God that ſbeweth mercy, Rom.9.1 6. Be- 
fades, if we wererenued becauſe it was onr will and 
defire itſhould beeſo ; then there ſhould'bee ſome 
goodin man before his converſion, and hee ſhould 
have ſame thing whereof ro rejoyce,contrarieto the 
Apoltle,r,Cor.4.7: Yea it God weremoved by our 
will, then ( as Proſper teaſonerth well againſt the S& 
mi-pelagians) gre3is Dei human viluntatibus ſubde* 
eter, Gods grace ſhould depend upon mans will: 
and,as his Maſter S. Aufin(aith, bor effect prima pay- 
#63 bomint , poſitriores Deo dere. Neyther was C 
moved with our fairh to beget us ;forno man hath 
faithbefore regeneration: therfore the Apoſtle ſaith 
of himſelfe,that be obtained mercy of the Lord, nor be= 


cauſe he was faichfull, bur, her hee miphr be fait bfall. i.cornas. 


Thelike he ſaith of all Gods e.,Ephe/. 1.4 Heel 
bathchoſen ws in him before et of the world, 
not becauſe we were holy, but, that we ſbould be holy. 
Neythcrdid the forcfight of our workes moveGod 
tobeget us: for good: workes doc not precede,but 
follow regeneration. Befides, all our good workes 
arcadebtof obedicnce'ducro God; andrherefore 

cannormeritanic tiung, _ arenot our owne,bur 

X od 
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Romil-35- 


Gods gifts, and the veric beſt of them are ſo ſtained. 


with corruption, thatwhen we have done allthirwe 
can., Wee may-account ourſelves unprofitableſers 


vants: far who hath gruen ante bim firſ}, that be hd 
be recompenced? theteforethe Apoſtle expreſitly ſes 
cludeththem, 8am g.1 1.For the children biing not yet - 
Lorne,newher having dont any good ore vill ghitrhie” 


purpoſe of God according to eletlion might fland 101 of 
' workes, but of him that calleth, it was ſaid nntoher Ee; 
Finally, God was not maved by our omward digni 


tic,or anie other prerogative ;for therare hit all [rac] 
which are of 1ſratl,neitherhecauſetheyaretbiſeed of A. 
braham,are they all children, Rom. 9.6,75 God hadties: 
ver much reſpetunto the birth-right , as we'may ſee 
in Caiz and Abel, !faxacl and: ſans, Efax and [acob:ini 


; Which he left theclderand choſethe younger. Moſes 


expreſicly ie{lcth rhe porn God did not chuſe 
them forany outward reſpet.Deaut.7.7,3. The Lord 
did not chuſc you becauſe you were mo in numbes than 4- 
mie people ( for zee were the feweſt of all people”) but be- 
canſe the Lora lowed you — bath he brought you out with 
amig hty hand. Itremaineth thecefore that the onely 
S isin God himſclte, even huwil, 

_ TheScripture doth ſeriouſly.inculcate thispoint; 
andthar ſpeaking of all the parts and degrees of our 
falyation. Of Election, 2om.g.1 1. Thes-the purpoſe of 
God according toeletlion might land , nat of works,but 
of him that calleth., Of Vocation.,a. Tim.'r, 9, Hebath 
called us with an holy calling ; not according "to" our 


wor ks,but according to his owne purpoſe and grace. Of 


- Juſtification, Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtified freely by his 


grace through the reacmption that is in Chrift Teſus; Of 
| Fi | ſalyas. 2 


- _— — =_ 


ot 


Salvation;Eph:ſca,8:9. By grace are wee ſaved thraugh 
faith ;zandthat nes of our ſelves ; it -u the-gift Won 
Andof Regeneration in this place :&f hs owne will 
he begate, This morive in-God iis diverily cxpreſied z 
for it is called bis wif here,and ſois it Rowe g, 23, He 
hath mercy 87 whom hee will, It is called his purpoſe, 
Rom. 9,ivl That the purpeſesf God according toelettion 
might flava. Its his -aelight,Þ/al, 18.19.-He delivered 
webecauſe he delighted in mee. It is hupleaſare,Lake 
12.32.11 & your Fathers pleaſure to give you the king» 

dome. It is the good pleaſure of bis will, Epheſe 1, 5\ Ha: = 
wing predeftinated us———atcording ts the good pleg- 
fare of bis will. Itis tbe connſell of bis owne will, Eph. 1, 
Il. He worketh all things after the counſell of bis awne 
will. Itis his gract, 2, Tim 1.9: Not «ccordthgtooar 
workes,but according te his purpoſe and [gracegwhich was 
given win Chriit, It is bis mercy,Tit,3.5.Not by works 
of righteouſneſſe which we have done, but according to 
br merey he ſaved w,. Yeagtbe riches of his mercy,Eph. 
2+4-God whots rich in mercy ——tVen when we Wer 
deadin fins hath quickened mw. And moregbis ebundent 
mere), F4.1.3,51cffed beGod, end Father---who ac+ 
cording #0 bis abundant mercy hath begotten 1 42 4ine, 
It isalſocalled bs love, Dewt,7.8. Beexzuſe the Lord 16+ 
wveayon, he hath brought you out with a mighty hand 
Ytab1s great love, Epheſ.2.4. But God who is rich in 
merey,for his great love, wherewith he loved us. Finals 
ly, it is the: manifeſtation: of his glory on the veſjels 
ofyereie, ow.g,2 8, And that he might mate knowne. 
the riches of his glary on the veſſels of mercy. This is 

the onely caule did move God ;.even his will, his - 


pwpoſe, hisdelight, his Retlns, thegood picaſas | 
F 3 of -: 


hmm. ——_ 
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will not give his glory to another : the only-cauſe'of 


of his witl,the counſcll of bis ownewill;his grace, his 
mercie,the riches of his mercie;his abundant mercy, 
kislovehis great love, the manifeſtation of theri- 
ches-of bis Nie on the veſlclsof mercic + And all 
theſe are one and the ſame, even ſo many diverſe 
names of Gods will. A Sh 

\ This muſteeach' us ro give'glorie uaro himwh 


oureletion, vocation, juſtification, regeneration; is 
his owne will , therefore let us aſcribe the whole 
praiſe of our ſalyarionto him onely,andnoparrofir 
roour ſelves, ſaying with choſe Saints, Mpoc.9.1 0.Sul- 
vation belongeth 10 our God , which ſitteth upon the 
Throne,cud ano the Lamb. 

Bur zllthis while we arc only in diſcourſe of abe- 
nefire,ofrhe author of it,and the cauſe moving.Now 


whar of all this « The Apoſtle in the f 


bringethirhome to us : Of his owne will bepate hee 


Ys,namely us that belceve-in his name. This #5,is 
the word of application; thisgirds' iron, this faſtens 
irrous,and maketh it ours. And becauſe it is a mat- 
ter of that neceſsicie ro bee begotten of God, that 
withourit,our Saviour ſaich,, none-cen ſee the king- 
dome of Ged;'it behoveth' us ro examine our ſelves, 
whether we be partakers of this benefite. And there- 
fore yec ſhall doe welltotake a briefe ſurvay of the 
notesand markes of this new birth; which arctheſe. 

1, Faithin Chriſt. This note is aKipned: by the 
Apoſtle hn, .Egi#.s 1 whoſoever belerverh that e+ 
fas is the Chriſb,is borne of God, 2. Love to God.;and 
tothe brethren : tor,every onethet loveth, is borwe of 
Goa faith 1oby,1.Epif. 4-7, The Apoſtle _—_—_ 


0 "A - 


have our regeneration tryedby this marke : x, Zo, | 


I.22:33, See that ye love one another, with « pure heaxs 
fervently being borne ageine nat of corruptible ſeed Ev. 
Asif he ſhould ſay, If yee be borne againe, then will 
4H —y 3 ter yang of our finful 

; Tais note 1s y 1. Epiſt 2.9, 
Whoſoever is borne of Ged, pRB 6s 
bis feed remeineth in him, and hee cannot ſinne becauſe 
he is borxe of God, He faith nor;thathe who is borne 
of God fanneth not , that were-contrarie towhathee 
ſaid before,chep.r.8.1f weſaythat we hane no finne; we 
axceivne our ſelves: bur he faith, that hee darh ner coms- 
em farne,that is, he doth-not follow finas histrade ; 
(forthar is properly nua aucpiter) He finanethnorro- 
EN norfioally'; 
forrhougl he fall;he recovercth himſclfe againe 
ow being 2+ ns ane power of God unto 
Givation. na word;N ds fucitpeacatuns., qura patitat 
patins fawh Bernard. Ttisdone ratheron fm Hanof 
hiov:: h be have finne, ſinne hath nothimcand; 
oHhud off e pecratuin, alind. haveriiepercato a. A 
deftre of (pirituall food ;for, if we be new borwebabes,. 
we willde fire theſjuerre milke'of the word ; th ati wee - 
pe BY 99 nn 7 ©: 
. The fifrnoce isacontempt ofthe world ; for whe- 
fac ver is barne of God, gvercommethithewortd, 1. 70k, 
5.4-The ſecond birth wil make a'man miſr his 
kit birth, forger his fathers houſe, anddeſpiferhe 


vanicteSe@fthisworld.. If yee beer ifen with Chrift,zer Col.413, | 


willferte theſe things vouch are above. 6. Likenefle 

10:G0d.: Thebegetter begets inhis ownelikenefle : 

Tvaet which is borne of the fleſb, is fleſh ; and that which 
a | #: 
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ts borne of theſpirit ts frrit, 10h;3.6.It is faid of Adam, 


thathe beaate aſonne in his owne likeneſſe, after bis 
imaze; that is,not only amanlike himſcite, buralſo 
corrupt and fintull,as hee himſelfewas.-50 likewiſe 
they thatare begotten of God, are begottenin his 
likenefle ; and therefore are ſaid robe perteters of the 
divine nature,2.Pet.1.4. For God ftamps his owne 
nature, likenefle, and imageupon his children hee 
ſealeth them with his owne fpirit ,. and makesrhem 
holy as he is holy. 7. Spirituall life. Everie genera- 
tion produceth life : naturall generation-a naturall * 
life; fo this {ſpiritual generation producethaipiritual 
 life,whichis called the life of God, Epheſ 4:18 andvbe 
life of Heſus;23i\Cor.gq.1r0. So that hee who is borne ++ 
Galat,220, gaine,canfay with the bleſſed Apoſtle, /{ivewar,bat 
Chriſt lmveth tn me. And thatye mayknow this tpiri 
cuall life zif it ben yougrwillſhewir felfe:by | 
ſpeech,and motion,” Yewill have-new1enfesraſpi 
rituall tight ; for the Lord willl openyoureyesto ſee 
the wonders of his law : a ſpirituall earer@hearethe 
voyce of:Chriſt: a«{pirituall-{metb,- favouring rhe 
things ofthe ſpirit: 2 ſpiricualbraſteof Gods good 
nefte,of the word of God, of the powers: of 'the life 
tocome : and a ſpirituall touch, feelingithe ſecret 
working of Gods ſpirit in your own ra Again, 
yewill havenew tongues, ſpeaking of 
Canaan,notthe language of Aſhdad. Finally,ye will 
have new motions, .zunning:the way -ob Godscom- 
_ mandemenrs:/f we live in the ſpirit,we will al{owalhe 
 #ntbefprrit,Gal.5 25.wihourthis walicing inthe ipi- 
rir, there is no. ſpiriruall{ife. When 1 fee an Image 
Rand tillwichour motion, 1 know for all the eye. 
A 


hang 


vejore Fits Majejtie., 


and mouth, and noſe it hath; that it hath nolife in it : 
ſo whenlI ſee profeſlors of Religion withour thepo- 
werfullpractiſe of godlineſle, I _ the life of God 
is not in thera; they are meere Idols. 

Thelaſt marke whereby1ve may try our regenera- 
tion,is our growth in grace : for as after naturall ge- 
neration there followerh a naturallgrowth, the child - 
that is begotten cncreaſſng by degreestill it cometo 
perfection ; ſo after this ſpiriruall generation there 
followeth-a ſpirituall growrh. The righteous by 
Sslomoy arecomaparedto the light rhat ſbineth more 
and more unto the perfett day, Proi4.18. Every branch 
that bearet/> fruit in Chriſt rhe true Vine, the Father 
whois the good Husbandman,purgeth it, rhat it may 
bring forth more fruit,loh.15.2. In Chriſt aff the body 
heving nouriſhment minifired unto it, encreaſeth wuith 
the encreaſe of God,Col.2.19.they grow in grace,and it 
the knowledge of our Lord, 2. Pct. 3.18, they «bound 
wore and more,-1, Theſſe.4:1. they are led forwardts 
perfetion,Heb.6.1. they grow up unto full holineſſe in 
the feare of God , 2. Cor. 7.1. whichis called-e perfect - 
muanend the meiſure of the ftatare of the faine(ſe of 
Chrift,Epb.4.13. Sothat he who is of God 
will not ftandata ſtay,farre lefſſe will hee goe back- 
ward; but his whole life will bee a continuall pro- 
inpodlinefle. Of holy hee will become more 


things which are bebinde and reaching forth unto theſe 
things which are befare, he will pref toward the mark, 
walking fromſtrengthto ſtrength thorow this valley 
oftearesxill he eee 


— 


elle 
Foly ,and with the blefled Apoſtle, forgetting thoſe Philaiagng 
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nm 
on. Theſe are the notes and fignes of regeneration; 


Ohthatwe would deſcend into our owne ſoules by: 
application, andtry our new birth by our faithin 
Chriſt,our love to God & tothe brethren, our mor- 
tification,ourdefire of heavenly food, our contem 
of the world,our likenefle ro God,our ſpiriruall lite, 
our growth in grace ! that after tryall wee-might be: - 
ableto ſay confidently of our ſelves, as the Apoftle 
here of the Saints,Of 645 owne will bevate he w: Orif: 
any did finde this benefiteto bee eyther wantingor- 
weakein him,that he might humble himſelfe before 
Godin theſenſe of this want, andearneſtly. feeke itin- 
theuſeof the meanes ; which is the-Word, as fol- 
loweth. | 

The inſtrument ormecanesof our newbirth,is the 
word of Trath. Of his owne will bepate he us with the 
wordof Truth. Somereade verboweritatisinthe Da- 
tivecaſe, Ts the word, cxpreſsing the-end* of our 
birth.. Asif he ſhould ſay, Weeare begorten;,norto 
fables,out ro the word of truth, to-celebrareand fet 
forth the ſame both by our preaching and-liviog. 
And ſomereſolve it Accordine to the Word; as if the. 
Apoftle had refpeR to the promiſes in the covenane 
of grace,made ofthis ſpirituall generation by-Chriſt; 
which now being performed, God hath manifeſted 
the truth of his word. Butthe phraſe being Aya au 
Saas, dothexprefiethe inſtrument wherewirh"we are 
begotten. He: begate us in, or with the word. This 
wordis taken diverſe wayes : A4thenaſus; and after 
him Occamenias and Bernard, underſtand it of theeſ- 
ſentialiantiuncreared word;the cond yeeterks 

' : rinks. 


before His Majeſtie. 
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Trinitie; for by him all things were made, and by 
him the elect are renued. Some underſtand by the 


Word, Gods command and appointment; wherofit 
is laid, He ſake the wyord, and they weremade : as if 
the Apoſtle here did fpeake of our firſt generation. 
Others take it to be the Sacramentall word,which in 
Baptiſme,the ſacrament of regeneration,is that form 
preſcribed by our Saviour; 7 baptize thre in the name 
of the Father ©. But more properly itis tobe under- 


ſtood af the inſpired word, or the dodrine of the - 
Scripture : for thats the ordinarie meancs whereby 


we are begotten. 


Thusthe'Spiritof God,tharcould worke of him- 


ſelfe without meanes, is pleaſed inthis great workto 
makechoyce of a fit inſtrument to work by,cven the 
word of God : which hath rwo main heads, the Law 
and the Goſpell. The formeris tſcd by Gods ſpirit 
as a neceſſarie preparative ; the other asa proper and 


efſentiall inftrumenr in this bufineſſe: : Therefore it - 


is called; The power of God to ſalvation, Row.1.16. the 
word of faith, Rom.10.8. theword of life, Phil.2.16. 
the word of grace, Ati. 20. 32.the Goſpell of ſalvation, 
Eph.1.13. theincorrwptible ſeed wheraf we are borne. 4 
anew,1.Pet.1.23. The ſame Apoſtle tels ns,that by 
 theprecions promiſes weare madepartakers of the di- 
vine nature,2:P2.17.4.2ndto his Diſciples our Savi- 
- our urerethas much; ſaying, Vow are you cleane 7 rhe 
word that I have ſpoken, 10h. 15.3. S. Paul plainly; 7 

have begotten you through the Copel r.Cor.4.15..and 
hereour Apoſtle,0f bis own will beg are he us with the 
word of Trath.It is calledthe word of trurhboth here 
- and in many other places : 1 


D 2 . 


Pſal-33-59. 


- 2.C8r.6.7. 
. Becauſe itisthe word 50g y 


— 
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of him whois not onely true , butalſe truth ir ſelfe, 
2, Becauſe a noſt,true word. All other words are 
ſubje& to errour,only this words of infallible veri- 
tic,being grounded upon the authoritte of God the 
fiſt truth. The word of the Serpent, whereby man 
conceived finne, was deceitfull.and falſe; burthe 
word of God, whereby thenew creature is concei- 
ved,is faithfull and true, yea,truth it ſelfe : 10h. x 7.17; 
Thy word « 3ruth. 3. Orit.is the wordoftruthino 
poficion tothe figures.of: the. Law. The Law hada 
ſhadow. of good things; the Goſpell hath the ſubs 
ſtance of thoſe ſhadows, the performance ofthe pro- 
miſes,the accompliſhment of the prophecies: there- 
fore is it ſaid that Grace and Trath came by teſws Ghriſt; 
10h.1.17. 4, Or the word of truth, for the word of 
faith : for in Hebrew one word fignificth both truth 
and faith. 5., Or it, may be ſo called, the word.of 
truth, becauſe it worketh truth, that is, righteouſneſle 
in mea. Finally , becauſe it is the rule of all: trath, 
whichis according to godlinefſe. The Apoſile,Ga/. 
6,16,calleth it a rule, As .wany 45 melke accordiugte 
this rule, It isindeed the rule by which all controver- 
hes in Religion are tobedetermined : Ad Yerba ad 
Teſiimonium,is Gods own direQion : 1ſa.$8.20; Toibe 
Lew ana tothe Teſtimonie ,if they ſpeake not according 
fo this word,it is becanſe there is no light in them. This 
paraſe doth ſufficiently pleade for the authoritic and 
perfection of the Scripture, againſt the blaſphemigs 
of the Papiſts : Gods word is the word of trath..- 
 Andthat ye may know how this word is. the;in- 
ſirument of our new birth, rwo queſtions muſt bexe- 


 Wembred ; 1 That when the ward is faid to-be'the 


* mcancs. 
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meanes of regeneration, wee doe not exclude the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſme,..The Apoſtle joines both, Es. 
5.26, That hee might ſantlifie andcleanſe it (namely, 
the Church) with the waſbing of wvater by the vwerd, [| 
Baptiſme is calleda #8: of regeneration, Tit.3.5.S.Pe- 
ter doth adviſe men to receive;Bapuiſme, perſwading 
themchat itavailethtorhe remiſsion of finnes, A@.2. -"- 
38.and our Saviour ſaith, 1m # borne 4g 4ine of wa» 
ter,Joh-3.5-which places allche Ancients did undes- 
ſtandof Baptiſine,, They did ordinarily-callthar Sa» 
cramentthe mother of adoption :and1 ets lay,thar. 
' not one of thera ever ſaid,thatthe Sacrament is only 
a figne of grace received ; but all, wich once conſene 
vs Baptiſme doth.conferregrace.ſotharall 
ants baptized are- truely regenerate. » Andihow: 
ſhould wethinke otherwiſe. Foritis a.rule .inDivin 
nicic., that inthe right uſe, of a Sacramenr the Ligne 
andehehi fianificd do alwayes, gorogether;,ahd 
in inthe! pl me of.infants there is 'nothing. 00 theie 
part to. nes the rightuſe.; Not (inne origioalls for 
od ized. forthe, remiſsion-of that fione:: 
Gen (ana ;for they have, notCOmmitodar 
nic; Not wanrof faith; for God requireth notactual - 
uh romh them, hut. mercifully {uy plyerh che want 
itwith the ſecret worke of bis pixit,giving/uneq 
themghar whic of themſelves rhey are; not-capable 
PTL c:: So chatwemuſthold zbat Gad bach ſans 


both the, Word and.the: Sacrament for. this 

PapAle.co bethe meanes ofournewbinh: &ithaks 

whom odhath joyned zogether, let no. man-pmt-a7 N 
a I bor as ſhould thifike.I aſcribezo0 | 


mucho t es muſtxcmember,thar,the 
the, mean, z: Wee D 3. -» Word 
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Word.and ſo alſo the Sacrament, are not phyſicall 
but morall inſtruments of our”'regeneration', Not 
phyſicall inſtruments. ; for they doe nor conferre | 
orace ex opere operats: they” have not in themſelves 
anie vitall force and efficacie. 'Thepower to-regene. 
rate is notincluded inthe Word' preached, as vertue 
to heale in a medicine; for nether#s het that plenteth 
ecor.z9. «ny thing,nor he that watereth, but Goa that giveth the 
increaſe : thereforeallare not regeneraterhat are par- 
takers of the meanes.. *And'they thar receive this 
orace by the Word and Sacrament, receive it from 
God,8& not fromthem : for of both is true the fame; 
which Sa/omons Wiſedome obſerverh ofthe brazen 
Serpents He that furned towards it, was not heated by 
the thinp he ſanp;but by thee the Saviour of 'all .” Now e- 
nimiſta tribuunt quod per ifta tribuitur , ſaith Hugo, 
But the Word and Sacrament are morall inftruments 
of ourregeneration ; for it pleaſeth God to uſerhem 
inthis worke,and to joine rhe powerfull —_ 
his ſpirit with theſe meanes : So that being trig 74 
received,they give what they promiſe, and grew 
they fignifie. andordinatily God doth notregene> 
rate arne;! nan Joni by the Word and'Sacra- 
ment. Heredy are we admoniſhed highly roeſteeme, 
and diligently. to uſe theſe as the Word be 
theinfirumentof onr new birth, then ought weeto 
heare this Word; to reade it, torncditate inthe fartic 
day and night, rohide iti ourhearts; rhit it may + 
dwell in us plentifully; and withall to jointe ourear- 
neſtandheartic prayersto-God, thathee would ac- 
mpantethefeoutwartimeatiswich the ipward po- 
-wer & lifeofhispirft; thatfo ic may be cfcRuall for 
Hur begetting. And 
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_ Andſoatlaſt I am cometo the laſtcircuſtance in 
my Text,theead of ourregeneration, That we ſhou/d 
be as the firſt fruits of his creatures. Wherethe digni» 
\ tie weare advanced unto by our. new birth is decla- 
red: weare therby.made-Gods creatures,and which 
ismore,the firſt fruits of his creatures; Firſt-wee are 
made Gods creatures, - Whar priyiledge istbis? are 
notall things his creatures * Yes z but whereasat firſt 
God created us to his owne image, wee havedcfaced 
this.image in us by our fall, thar God muſtcreate us 


anew,ere we can be hischildren;; for-ſo is our-reges+ 2:cor-5, 17: 
neration in Scripture often called creation; and not ©4*<*5- 


without cauſe ; 1. to ſhew the horrible corruption of 


Epheſ.2.10. 
Epb.4.24+- 


our nature,that it muſt be turned up- fide-downe,caſt 0/-z-10- 


intoa new.movyld , havea newctcation,, or elſe-no 
good: alittle mending wilknot ferve, anew making 
IS required. So God inthe covenant of-Grace, faith 
not,l will transforme the tonic heart into a fleſhly; 
FTA - the. lonie heart , and groe y0uas 

cart of feſt : ig nufying thereby, thattherois _ | 
in this corrupt — hath aftiniric with thedt-. 
vine nature, wherof weare made partakery in our'te» 
generation ; but this old natnremuſt beraken away; 
andanew-nature giveniunto us. 2. Toi ſhewthatwe 
are meere patients in our converſton,andrhat ofout- 
ſclves wee can bringng helpe unto:tharworke ; fot © 
mancould notcreatchin{clte: the:creation had no - 
| BISearant matter. bur Godimadcall things of no- 

a 


g. Se we. cannot canvert ourſelves zthere is no - 
matter in-us, out. of which. the:.new: creature is-fra> 
med, not ſo.mwuchas a diſpoſition to life,til itbe brea- 
thed in us by the ſpiritof God. 3. Incalling ourre-- 
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_ than to fave the 'bodie. The warld is:{aid to have 


ocnerationa creation,the Scripture will expreſle the 

wertull-working of God in the converſton of a 
ſianer : for the creation was aworke of Gods power, 
ſo is our regeneratioo,not ana of Gods mercie 0n- 
{y;but of his power alſo. An indifferent motionor 
morall perſwaſton will not ſerve , a powerfull work- 
ing is required. Hee muſt not onely call us, bnt alfo 
draw us: No man cen come t0me (ſaith our Saviour) 
except the Eather draw him, 16h. 6.4.4. this i his power 
that worketh in ns, Epheſ.3.29. So he is ſaidto worke 


_ - faith wuithpower,2.,Theſ.x.11, It is called his divine 


power,z.Pet.t,z.and the var—_ greatneſſe-of bis po- 


wer, and the uvorking of his mightie power,Eph.1.19, 


Yea, this power in the converſion of a finner-isfo 
great,that itisequalled tothat power wherby Chriſt 
was raiſed from rhe dead,Col.2.12. Ina word, Gods 
powcrisas much and perhaps more ſeene in the re- 
novation,than in the firſt creation : for in the creati- 
ontherewas no hinderance, nor oppoſition ; butin 
thecreation of the heart anew,there bee maniclets: 
Foreveric man by nature is an enemic to his owne 
falvartion;and therefore it muſt needes be a harder 
marter to make a good man ofa bad , irhan to make a 
man of -nothing. Our Saviour being working of 
ſome. great muracle, tels his Diſciples thatthe 

ſhould doe greater workes than that; meaning; they 
ſhould ſave mens ſoules : and thatis farre greater, 


beene made by Gods fingers,P/al.8.3.when Iconfider 
the heavens the vvorke if, thy fingers : but the redemp- 
yon of man,and converlion of a ſinner, is ſaid tobee 
wrought-by. the arme.of God, as requiritig morc 
-30 ſtrength 
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ſtren oth: Hehath ſbewed frength with his rh Gi 
the bleſſed Virgin, Lute 1.5 1. God createdallthings\ 
with his bare word ; Hee ſpake the word and they were 


*-— — 


made : Burt the new creation colthim mote, many-af/330: Wd 


word, many a deed, many a tearc ;"/yea, the death'6f! 
his onely begotten Sonne.- -Inthe firſt creation hee' 
breatbed life into the face of man : but inthe ſecond: 
he breathed out his owne life toredeemethat man; 
as Bernard ({weetly, Qui ſemelE& tantum dicendofeeit, In trait, de dif. 
in reficienda + fecit multa, & geſsit mira, &-pertilit xend-Dev. 
dura, nec tantum anra, ſed indigne. Finally;-our 
renovation is called: a creation, toſhew the extentof 
it. It is nota part that muſt be renewed, but the whole 
man :-.for it is anew creatian ; theretore whatſoever 
was created muſt bee renewed, even the whole ſpirit, 
and ſoule, and body. As tothe foule, the Lord ftrickes : Tbeſ. 5.23. 
vp new lights in the miade, xeſtores life ro the heart, 
communicares - holineſle tothe will and affeRions z 
that whereas before the ſoule of -man was an habita- 
tion for yncleane ſpirits, lying vnder the curſe of Ba-. - 
bel, the limand Ziimdwelling init, the Oftriches 
lodging, the Satyres dauncing, the Vragons crying 179 13.41.52. 
within her palaces; that is, dcfiled with all ſorr of 
vile and uncleanc affetions :* the Lord leſus hath 
ſanRified itto bee an habitation tor himſelfe. Asto 
the reparation of the bodic, it confiſts partly in ma- 
king the members therof weapons of righteouſteſle 
in this life, and partly in deliueringtheavfrom mor- 
talitie and corruption,in the day ot thercfurreion z 
called for that can{erhe day of regeneration by our 
Saviour.. Thus are we made Gods creatures. 

But this is not all : By ournew birth weeare not 
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”_  onely made Godscteatures, bur which is more, the 
fat fruits of bis creatures. He borrowes a Metaphore 


fromthe ceremoniall Law ; whereinthe Lord requi- 
redthe firſt fruits of all the increaſe of the earth, be- 
fades the firſt borne of men andcatrell,to be ſet apart 
for himſelfe : and that, boththatthey might bee for 
the maintenance of the Prieſts , atd likewiſe, therby- 
todeclarerhat he was their God, they his debtors. as 
receiving all things from him, asalſotoafſurethem, 
thatthe whole crop was ſanified vato them, un as. 
muchas God the Authorof holincſlc, had vouchfa- 
fed to recciue a portion of it, for his owne ſervice. 
Vntothele firſt trunsunder the Law, alluſion isof- 
tenmadeinthenew Teſtament, $9 we reade of the: 
firi fruits of the fpirit, Rom. $.23. the firit fruits of 
the deed, 1.Cor. 15.20, andherethe fri? fruitrof his 
creatures, Which may bee applyedeyrher to the A-- 
poſtics, or to the firſt Chriſtians ingeneral}, orcoall 
the called of God, till theend of theworld, Some 
hane vaderſtoodit of the Apoſtles, as Fulpewtins and 
Geormenins following him, applyech it ro the mini- 
ſters otthe Goſpel, The Apoſtles were the firlt ftawts. 
both 4n'order of time, and inexcelltencie. Inorder of 
time: forasthe firſt fruirs were firſtgarheredſower? 
ey kuſt.called, and others by rheir meancs. They, = 
were the'beginning of the new creation ; (asthe vel- 
gar Lane Tcades it, 1 firs imitium creature )forthet 
great warkeoft reformation of the world, which was 
new-creation, did proceed from them. As if hee 
Gould lay,thertore hath hebegorren vsby the word, 
at from usas the head, the doQtrine of the Goſpel: 
might flow acid diftill into others-: and as weare the 


firlt: 
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firſtin che renovation, ſo we might be the beginning 
ang cauſe of the reformation of others. Againe, they 
were the firſt fruits in excellencie : for the firſt fruits 
by the Law was of the beſt and chieteſt of the corne, 
wine, oyle, hony, andall the encreafe of theearth; ***'*1% 
nothing buc the vcry beſt was to be conſecrated vato 
God. Hencethe principall andchiefe things are cat- 
led firſt fruits. The people were comanded to bring 
the firſt truits of their gold and filyer forthe work of 
the Tabernacle, thatis,the beſt of their metrals, And 
in this ſen(cit is laid, Pal. 89.27. I will make him my 
firit borne : which is expounded in the next words, 
higher than the kings of the earth. So werethe Apo- 
Ftles the beſt and chicfteſt of all Chriſtians : as the 
Elephant is the chiefe of che beaſts; therefarecalled 
the beginning of the wayes of God, Ib 40.40.14. Man 
chicfc of liuing creatures ; (for hee partaketh of the 
nature of eucry creature, hauing ſenſe common with 
beaſts,rcaſon with Angels; for which caule he is cal- 
led the Creda are xo tfaluw, Mark 16.15.) and Chrift 
isthe chiefe of al{creatures ; therefore called the fr# 
barn of every creature,Col.1.i 5, Sothe Apoltles were 
the chicfe amongſtthe Sons of God: they. hadapre- 
eminence of grace, that by them ochersmightbee 
brought vnto the faith. bras | 
_ -Andin both theſe reſpes, may-this beeapplyed 
unto the fiſt Chriſtians. in- generall. They were ga- 
thered outof the world, before others were called, 
they were the firſt thatfollowed Chrift in the rege- 
 Neration ; in whichilenſe Epinctas, and thehouſeof 
. Stephanas,arccalledthe firk froitof Achaia,Rew-16 
'$+ 1-Cor. 16.15 + aoadankS- EATS - - 
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in extraordinary gifts, asthe gifts-of prophecie, of 
working miracles,and ſpeaking with rongues; bur at: 
ſo.inall manner of ſauinggraces. | 
Finally,or thismay be underſtood of all that ſhall 
be called of God tillthecnd of the world: for weare 
norcometothe waters of Betheſda, wherethe bene- 
fite was reſtrained to him that ſtepped firſt intothe 
Poole; but we are come to the waters of Siloh,where 
the benefite is extended unto all; even to-every one 
that thirſteth:according tothar proclamation, ſay 55. 
1. Ho, every one that thiriteth, come unto the waters. 
Sothat this prerogative belongeth unto all*rhar are 
borne of God, they are as the firit fruits of his crea- 
tures, It is not ſaid, that we ſhould be the fnſt fruits: 
bur, that we ſhould be 25 the firſt fruits, or a kind of firſt 
fraits.;'tor the particle %voc, is a note of Similitude : 
Andalbcit we be notthe firſt fruits of the new crea- 
tures: yet we doereſemble the firſt fruns in many re- 
ſpe&s.r.T hefirſt fruits were of the beſt andchiefeſt; 
ſo bee the children of God; they are by grace adyan- 
ced above all creatures. So rhe Greekes expound 
a Tx, Gs wore x1} Licaoug, the” fir and oſt 
- Honourable.” Occumenics tollowerh thems;readingthe 
words afterthis manner, Ye ſimas primi ef honorat!]- 
fmi. And ſome underſtand hereby our dominion'6- 
'verthecreatures, which being loſt in Adm; is reſto- 
red tothe regencyate, '3/{As the firſt fruits weregi- 
thered befarc the reſt, ſo-are wee called before niany 
of Gods clcApeople, ſome wherof are nor yet born, 
-fome notconverted : andboth they and wee are tlic 
beginning ofthecreation'6f all things againie in glo- 
i tor hercafterhe creature it ſelfe alſo ſhall bee . 
, - ; *Y 0. 
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weed fr 0m the bona 92 of 07 14 From, intothe plot ions [ 
"libertie of the childrew of God, Row. 8.21, There ſhall | 
*be new heavens;anda new earth; and onr renovation [| 
being compared with theirs, isasthe firſt fruits in or- 4qzinzs, , (| 
der of time. Befides, inthe day ofthe great harveſt, | 
Gods reapers will firſt gather the whear into Gods I 
barne,8& after bind uptherares : forthe dead'in Chrix ll 
ſball riſe firſt: as in this lite, ſoalſo inthat whichis ro 27h4/:4.r6, * | 
come, Iudgement beginneth-at Gods owne houſe. | 
3- The firſt fruits were ſet apart for God,and hee did 
challengethem as his owne peculiar right. 7? i mine, | 
ſaith the Lord, Exod. 13.2. Sothough thecarth bee OE. 
.the Lords, andthe fulneſſerhercof, yethathheape- i 
culiar right unto his new creatures : they areeven ſet [f 
apart fromthe common maſſe of mankinde to beea | 
Choſen generation, aroyall Prieſthood, aw holy nation, 4 ,v,, , . | 
peculiar people, untothe Lord heir God. 4.The firſt 
borne of mien and cartell werethc ſpeciall part ofthe 
firſt fruits, which God did challengeas his own, has 
wingdelivcred chem fromthe hand of the deſtroying 
Angell, by the ſprinkling of the bloud of the paſcall 
-Lambe: the ſame'righr bach he tous, whom he hath 
delivered fromthe hand of the deſtroyer, by the 
dioudt of Chriſt '9ur Paſſeaver, who is ſacrificed for we. * ©0r5.7. 
5; Thefirſt borne did receive theinheritances Solis 
there an inheritance immortal, wndefiled, that fadeth 
not away, reſerved for us inthe heavens: torif wee bee 1,21, 
children then beires fheires of God and iggnt heires with 
Chrifh. 6. The firft fruitswere offered upto God m a 
facrifice. Sothe children of God dootferuptheir bo- 
'diesa living ſacrifice, Rew.12.1. The converſion of ll 


the- Gentiles is called «7 ofering #p, Kom. 15.10... 
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7. The firſt fruits did ſanQifie the reſt : wheteunts 
1097.15-'0 the Apoſtlealludeth, calling Chriſt :4e firſt fruits of 
themthat ſleep , becauſe by his reſurrection he ſanRi- 
fethall beleevers to a bleſſed reſurreRion,as the firſt 
fruits under the Law did ſanRifie the whole maſle & 
heape. Soisit withthe godly 1: as God curled the 
earth for the {inne of man, ſo he gives a bleſſing unro 
it for his children ſake. 8.The firſt fruits were buta 
ſmall portion-in compariſen of the whole crop. Soir 
3s but a ſinall portion of the new-creature thatwee 
bauc in this life : 7 heve received the firſt {ruits of the 
Spirit,faith the Apoſtle, Kew. 8.2 3.thatis, a {mal mea: 
{ure of the ſaving graces of the Spirit, as faith, hope, 
love,8&c. but hereafter we ſhallenioy the full harveſt: 
Is their Land they ſhall peſſeſſe the avuble,everleſling 
109 ſball be untorhems, Iſay 61.7. '9.The firſt fruits was 
uno the people a pledge to afſure-them. that they 
ſhouldenjoy the whole crop in ducſcaion, Sothe be- 
ginnings of Gods graces in this life, give us an afſured 
hope of enjoying the fulneſle of joy in the kingdome 
of Heaven , We alſo which have received the ferſb fruits 
of the Spirit, doe waite for the adoption, to Wit, there- 
derwption of our bodic, Rom, 8,23, This is that lively 
hope whereunto weare begotten. 1.Pet. 1.3. He hath 
begotten us unto a lively hoge, Finally,as the firſt fruits 
were accepted of God, notwirhſtandirie..che carth 
was accuried-for the finne of man, becanſe they were 
not ſuchthings as were in their power toperforme, 
butthatwhich he had commanded the carthtoyecld 
them : hx [RS meane graves tharare in us _ 
acceptedot Goo, though ſornetimes they :ſavour: 
the naughtineſſe ofournature; dicaueley p_ 
. Irom 
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from his ſpeciallbleſsing, and are the workes of his 
ſpirit. Which may comfort us greatly in thoſe af- 
Taulrs that the children of God feele in themſelves, 
by reaſon of rhe corruprions and imperfcRions that 
cleaye'nmo rhe beſt things they do. 

How ſhould this reach us to follow after holinefles 
for this is the end of our new birth, that we ſbowld bre 
4 the firſt fruits of hit creatares: that is,that we ſhould 
be berter than other crearures, So Beda following S. 
Auſtin relolves this Text, Ys fimus ceteris creaturis. 
meliores; teremy laith of Gods people, rar! was as jet =o 
«thing hallowed anto the Lord, and the firſt ſruits of bis ſen. Evang. cq1 
increaſe : ther fore all that devoure him ſhall offend, lere. 

2-3. that is, they were dedicate to God, and ought 

not to bee polluted. So are wee hallowed unto the 

Lord as the firſt fruits of his creatures : andtherfore 

we ought not to pollute our ſelves with ſinneandun- 574. peſt 
cleannefſe. Athanaſius obſerveth, that ſeeing we are 
Gods firſt fruits, if we give any thing toprophane u- 
ſes, all that is ſtolne from God. For,a common per- 
ſon to abuſe Gods firſt fruits,was ſacriledge:this was 
horribly puniſhed eyen 1 the Prieſts ſons, 1.54.2. 
and will God {uffer it in us 2 Every fin,though done 
by a Pagan, isa tranſgreſsion of the Law ; bur the 
famecommitted by Chriſtians,arc not only {1ns, but 
facrflegious ſinnes, and thar in the higheſt degree.. 
Then came the finnes of Belſhazer to the height, 
when to all his former fins, hce ioyned the abule of 
theholy veſſels. To have drunk intemperately in = 
veſſel], was a great finne , but to doc it inthe veflels. 
dedicate to the honour of God, was a double finne. 


Such is ahe ſacriledge of them, who defile 
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7. The firſt fruits did ſanRifie the reſt : whereunts 
1 £97.15-19 the Apoſtlealludeth, calling Chriſt :4e firſt fruits of 
themthat ſleep ,becauſc by his reſurrection he ſanRi- 
fethall belcevers to a blcfſed reſurreRion,as the firſt 
fruits under the Law did ſanRifie the whole maſle & 
heape. Soisit withthe godly /: as God curled the 
carth for the ſinne of man, ſo he gives a bleſſing unro 
it for his children ſake. 8.The firſt fruits were buta 
ſmall portion in compariſon of the whole crop. Soir 
4s but a ſinall portion of the new. creature rhatwee 
bauc in this life : #7: heve received the firſt fruits of the 
Spirit,laich the Apoſtle, Kowm.$.23.thatis, a ſmal mea+ 
ure ot the ſavinggraces of the Spirit, as faith, hope, 
love,&c. but hereafter we ſhallenioy the full harveſt: 
 d# their Lanathey ſhall poſſeſſe the double, everlaſting 
j0y ſball be untorhems, Iay 61.7. 9. The firſt fruits was 
umo the people a pledge to aſſure-them that they 
thould enjoy the whole cropin duc ſeaion, Sothe be- 
ginnings of Gods graces in this life,give us an afſured 
hope of enjoying the fulneſſe of joy in the kingdome 
of Heaven ; We alſo which have received the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit, doe waitc far the adoption, to Wit, there- 
derwption of our bodic, Rom, $..2 3, This is thathively 
hope whereunto weare begotten. 1.Per. 1.3. He hath 
-begotten us wrto a lvely hope. Finally,as the firſt fruis 
were accepted of God, notwithſtandiris..the carth 
was accuried-for the finne of men, becanſe they were 
not ſuchthings as were in their power to-performe, 
burthat which he had commanded the carthtoyecld 
them : Soſhalltheſe meane graces tharacc ious bee 
acceptedot God, though ſometimes they:ſavour of 
the naughtineſle ofournature; becauſethey pn 
: irom 
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from his ſpeciallbleſsing, and are the workes of his 
ſpirit. Which may comfort us greatly in thoſe af: 
Taulrs that the children of God feele in themſelves, 
by reaſon of the corruprions and imperfeRions that 
cleave umothe beſt things they do. 

How ſhould this reach us to follow after holinefſes 
for this is the end of our new birth, that we ſhould bee 
a the firſt fruits of his creatares: that is,that we ſhonld 
be berter than other crearures, So Bed following S. 
Auſtin relplves' this Text, Ys ſimus ceteris creatures. 
meliores,” teremry laithi of Gods people, fratl was as Tae 
4thino hallowed anto the Lord, andthe firſt ſraits.of bis ſen. Evang, c31 
increaſe: ther fore all that devoure him ſhall offend, ere. 

2-3. that is, they were dedicate to God, and ought 

not to bee polluted. So are wee hallowed unto the 

Lord as the firſt fruits of his creatures : and therfore 

we ought not to pollute our ſelves with finneandun- 74%. 6c peſt 
cleanneſſe. Arhanaſias obſerverh, that ſeeing we are 
Gods firſt fruits, if we give any thing toprophane u> 
ſes, all that is ſtolne from God. For,a common per- 
fon to abuſe Gods firſt fruits, was ſacriledge:this was 
horribly puniſhed eyen m the Prieſts ſons, 1.54.2. 
and will God {uffer itin us £ Every fin,though done 
by a Pagan, is a tranſgreſsion of the Law ; bur the 
famecommitred by Chriſtians,are not only {1ns, but 
facrflegious finnes, and thar in the higheſt degree.. 
Then came the finnes of Belſbazer to the height, 
when to all his formerfins, hce ioyned the abule of 
theholy veſlels.To have drunk intemperately in ow} 
veſſell, was a great finne, butro doe it inthe veſlels. 
dedicate to the honour of God, was a double finne. - 


Such is ahe facriledge of chew, who defile them- _ 
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ſelves, they being the Temples of God, and yellels 

dedicateto his erent, wranys NE to 

,cxhont youin the words of the Apaltlez /beſeech you 
Epheſu4.1. hy? ye les worthy of the calling PLEA ia | 
led. Now this is the end of-ourcalling, that we 

2 Cor-7- ſhould bcholy asthe firſt fruits. Let us therforecleanſe 
our ſelves from all filthineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, per- 

i Theſ;5.23. Jecing holineſſe tn ihe feet, God, Aud the very God 
of- peace ſanttifie y0uw ally, that FORr whole ſpartt, and 


* 


foule, and body, be preſerved blameleſſe unts the COMm- 
ming of aur Lord teſys ; To, whom bee. 
4+... praiſe an4glorie: tor ever, - 
| Amen... 


